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on the primary necessity for Russia to be " saved,
as I pray she may be saved, by Russians.** But
he was in no uncertainty as to what she must be
saved from and by which Russians. That followed
naturally from his prepossessions on the subject.
But the consequences for Mr. Churchill did not end
with the last flicker of resistance to the Soviet. For
his uncompromising attitude renewed the old uneasy
impression that he was more active than he should
be. There was a feeling among the growing number
of his Liberal and Labour critics that he had been
in favour of a wanton prolongation of the war, that
his restlessness would have denied his countrymen
the deep repose for which they longed in 1919. His
popularity could only suffer from such impressions
except in circles which welcomed anti-Bolshevik
activities d tout prix; and the effect on his political
alignment might be serious. For Coalition Liberals,
eager to emphasise the few remaining traces of
their Liberalism, hastened to repudiate reactionary
courses; and Conservatives, collaborating in the
Coalition with their progressive opposites, were
growing out of the more obstinate phases of Con-
servatism. A crusade in Russia was inacceptable to
either group; and though the limitations of Allied
policy had precluded anything faintly resembling a
Crusade and Mr. Churchill's enterprise had been
almost confined in practice to an ineffective series
of evacuations, the popular belief that he would
have preferred something more vigorous was dis-
turbing to the public mind.

His Wat  Office  duties  were  all  performed  as
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